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ELECTRONIC BOOKS
AT THE GRADUATE CENTER

WHAT ELECTRONIC BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE?: The Mina Rees Library has rights
to thousands of books in all disciplines in several collections. Go to the library’s
Databases page for descriptions of Black Thought and Culture, Cambridge
Histories Online, Digital Dissertations, Early English Books Online (EBBO),
EBSCO eBook Collection (formerly NetLibrary), ebrary, Eighteenth Century
Collection Online (ECCO), Gale Virtual Reference Library, Grolier Reference
Online, Handbooks in Economics Series, Literature Resources from Gale, Making
of the Modern World, Oxford Language Dictionaries Online, Oxford Reference
Online, Oxford Scholarship Online, Palgrave Connect, PsycBooks, Twayne’s
Author Series, Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600-2000, and
Women and Social Movements International, 1840 to Present.

ACCESSING ELECTRONIC BOOKS: In addition to accessing electronic books directly
from the collections above, many, but not all, available titles may be found in the CUNY
Catalog of the holdings of all CUNY libraries. Only when Graduate Center or CUNY
appears as a location beside Electronic Resource in the catalog is the title
available to Graduate Center students, faculty, and staff. The Graduate School of
Journalism is not the Graduate Center. If rights to an electronic book are held by CUNY
libraries other than the Graduate Center, you must view these books at the libraries
owning these rights or make an interlibrary-loan request
(gc.cuny.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/logon.html) for a print copy. Electronic books may not
be borrowed through interlibrary-loan or CLICS (library.gc.cuny.edu/using-the-
library/borrowing-and-access/interlibrary-loanill-and-clics).

All available electronic resources may be accessed using your Graduate Center
computer network/email login. Complete remote access details are explained at
library.gc.cuny.edu/using-the-library/remote-access.

If you are unable to access an electronic book through the CUNY Catalog, add the
Graduate Center’s proxy-server prefix to the book’s URL:
http://ezproxy.gc.cuny.edu/login?url=

SEARCHING TIPS: In addition to searching for electronic books by author and title,
find them by using Command Search in the CUNY Catalog. Including wow=gc and
wfm=bk and wpd=c limits the result to electronic books available to Graduate Center
patrons. This search can be combined with subjects (wsu=) and keywords (wrd=). If
your search term is not a Library of Congress subject heading (economics, not
economic theory, motion pictures, not movies, etc.), use wrd=: wow=gc and wsu=film
noir and wfm=bk and wpd=c; wow=gc and wrd=audiology and wfm=bk and wpd=c.



REQUEST PURCHASE OF ELECTRONIC BOOKS: If you find an electronic book you
want the Graduate Center to purchase, use the form at
library.gc.cuny.edu/help/request-forms/new-book. If this title meets the
requirements of the library’s collection-development policy (library.gc.cuny.edu/about-
the-library/collections/collection-policies-2), it may be purchased through the
Student Technology Fee, if funds are available.

VIEWING, SAVING, AND PRINTING: Many vendors of electronic books allow viewing,
saving, or printing only a page at a time. Emailing is not usually allowed.

DOWNLOADING TO DEVICES: More and more vendors are allowing their electronic
books to be downloaded to devices. The EBSCO eBook Collection can be read on
some mobile devices. Doing so requires creating a free My EBSCOhost account. Go
to support.ebsco.com/ebooks for more details. Electronic books from ebrary may be
downloaded to many mobile devices, including iPad and Nook, but not Kindle.
Transferring electronic books from your computer to your mobile device requires
installing Adobe Digital Editions on your computer. A free download of this software is
available at www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/#fp. Project Gutenberg offers
36,000 free titles that can be downloaded to Android, iPad, Kindle, Nook, and other
devices. Go to www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Gutenberg:MobileReader_Devices_How-
To for instructions.

USING EBRARY: CUNY’s largest electronic-book collection is ebrary, offering 68,000
scholarly books in all disciplines. In addition to finding these books through author, title,
subject, and keyword searches in the CUNY Catalog, it may be beneficial to browse
ebrary directly to see what types of books are available. Titles may be browsed by
such broad categories as anthropology, fines arts, history, language and literature, etc.
Using the advanced search and the text and key fields option will find books in more
specific subjects.

Select the Sign In button to create an ebrary account so that you can place selected
titles in a Bookshelf. Select My Settings to manage exporting records to EndNote or
RefWorks. Many other electronic-book collections, such as EBSCO eBook Collection,
have similar functions.

Browsing EBSCO eBook Collection and Oxford Scholarship Online may also be useful.
Search results in Oxford Scholarship Online will include electronic books to which the
Graduate Center does not have access, indicated by a lock icon.

For assistance in using any of these resources, contact the subject specialist in your
discipline: library.gc.cuny.edu/contact-us/directories/subject-librarians-a-z/

Please see the library’s guide to electronic books at libguides.gc.cuny.edu/ebooks.
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