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Chart and image gallery: 30+ free tools for data visualization and analysis
By Sharon Machlis

Recommended (0)

The chart below originally accompanied our story 22 free tools for data visualization and analysis (April 20, 2011). We're updating it as
we cover additional tools, including 8 cool tools for data analysis, visualization and presentation (March 27, 2012), Startup offers
1-click data analysis (Aug. 29, 2012), Infogr.am offers quick Web charts (Oct. 16, 2012) and Create simple, free charts with
Datawrapper (Nov. 21, 2012). Click through to those articles for full tool reviews.

Features: You can sort the chart by clicking on any column header once to sort in ascending order and a second time to sort by descending
(browser JavaScript required).

Skill levels are represented as numbers from easiest to most difficult to learn and use:

Users who are comfortable with basic spreadsheet tasks1.

Users who are technically proficient enough not to be frightened off by spending a couple of hours learning a new application2.

Power users3.

Users with coding experience or specialized knowledge in a field like GIS or network analysis.     Next page: Screenshots of several tools4.

Data visualization and analysis tools

Tool
Category

Multi-
purpose
visualization

Mapping  Platform
Skill
level   

Data stored
or processed

Designed for
Web
publishing?

Data Wrangler Data cleaning No No Browser 2 External server No

Google Refine Data cleaning No No Browser 2 Local No

R Project Statistical analysis Yes
With
plugin

Linux, Mac OS X, Unix, Windows XP
or later

4 Local No

Google Fusion Tables Visualization app/service Yes Yes Browser 1 External server Yes

Impure Visualization app/service Yes No Browser 3 Varies Yes

Many Eyes Visualization app/service Yes Limited Browser 1
Public external
server

Yes

Tableau Public Visualization app/service Yes Yes Windows 3
Public external
server

Yes

VIDI Visualization app/service Yes Yes Browser 1 External server Yes

Zoho Reports Visualization app/service Yes No Browser 2 External server Yes

Choosel Framework Yes Yes Chrome, Firefox, Safari 4
Local or external
server

Not yet
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Tool
Category

Multi-
purpose
visualization

Mapping  Platform
Skill
level   

Data stored
or processed

Designed for
Web
publishing?

Exhibit Library Yes Yes Code editor and browser 4
Local or external
server

Yes

Google Chart Tools
Library and Visualization
app/service

Yes Yes Code editor and browser 2
Local or external
server

Yes

JavaScript InfoVis
Toolkit

Library Yes No Code editor and browser 4
Local or external
server

Yes

Protovis Library Yes Yes Code editor and browser 4
Local or external
server

Yes

Quantum GIS (QGIS) GIS/mapping: Desktop No Yes Linux, Unix, Mac OS X, Windows 4 Local With plugin

OpenHeatMap GIS/mapping: Web No Yes Browser 1 External server Yes

OpenLayers GIS/mapping: Web, Library No Yes Code editor and browser 4
local or external
server

Yes

OpenStreetMap GIS/mapping: Web No Yes Browser or desktops running Java 3
Local or external
server

Yes

TimeFlow Temporal data analysis No No Desktops running Java 1 Local No

IBM Word-Cloud
Generator

Word clouds No No Desktops running Java 2 Local As image

Gephi Network analysis No No Desktops running Java 4 Local As image

NodeXL Network analysis No No Excel 2007 and 2010 on Windows 4 Local As image

CSVKit CSV file analysis No No
Linux, Mac OS X or Linux with
Python installed

3 Local No

DataTables
Create sortable, searchable
tables

No No Code editor and browser 3
Local or external
server

Yes

FreeDive
Create sortable, searchable
tables

No No Browser 2 External server Yes

Highcharts* Library Yes No Code editor and browser 3
Local or external
server

Yes

Mr. Data Converter Data reformatting No No Browser 1
Local or external
server

No

Panda Project Create searchable tables No No
Browser with Amazon EC2 or
Ubuntu Linux

2
Local or external
server

No

PowerPivot Analysis and charting Yes No Excel 2010 on Windows 3 Local No

Weave Visualization app/service Yes Yes
Flash-enabled browsers; Linux
server on backend

4
Local or external
server

Yes

Statwing Visualization app/service Yes No Browser 1 External server Not yet

Infogr.am Visualization app/service Yes Limited Browser 1 External server Yes

Datawrapper Visualization app/service Yes No Browser 1
Local or external
server

Yes

*Highcharts is free for non-commercial use and $80 for most single-site-wide licenses.

Return to 22 free tools for data visualization and analysis or 8 cool tools for data analysis, visualization and presentation
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Increase the Processing Power Behind Your Mission-Critical Applications

Collaboration and the Cloud: Harness Both to Accelerate Your Business

CBS eBook: Oracle Business Process Management

Get Serious About SOA Governance: A Five-Step Action Plan for Executives

Why Protection and Performance Matters

Business Execution: Executive Buyer's Guide

Business Execution: Executive Buyer's Guide

Virtualization Management Critical to Achieving Scale and Efficiency

Journey to Your Cloud Taking Your Organization From Reactive to Innovative

How to Avoid the Coming Backup Crunch

Top 10 Reasons to Consider Hosted Collaboration Solutions

Case Study: Global Company Transforms Culture with Cloud-Based
Collaboration

Avoiding the Accidental SOA Cloud Architecture

Smarter Business Requires Intelligent Systems

LOUD In The Cloud: Customer Spotlights

Beyond Simple Total Cost of Ownership

Big Data, Big Transformation

Disaster Recovery Exercises Fall Short of the Finish Line

Big Data, Big Innovations

The Time for VM-Only Backup Technology Has Passed

Awesomely Affordable Web Help Desk Software - Free
30-day Trial

Reduce IT costs & improve employee productivity. Try
Free for 30-Days

Legacy IT Transformed - Accelerate your cloud journey

Your guide to cloud computing

Anchor Governance Processes with Next Generation
Archiving

The Interactive Archive Whitepaper - Learn how to
make your email archive work harder for business
advantage

HP Converged Storage responds to any demand.

Legacy IT Transformed - Accelerate your cloud journey

Online Master of Science in Information Systems at
Northwestern University

Remotely Support 1000s of Users from One Console -
Free 14-day trial

Integrate Maps in Minutes with No Custom Dev or
Coding. Learn More.

Get the report now to start planning your cloud services
strategy

Set up and run Microsoft SQL Server on the Amazon
Web Services Cloud

Redefine your data center with HP ProLiant Gen8
servers.

Take your big ideas off the back burner with Converged
Infrastructure.

See how Royal Caribbean is unlocking intelligence w/
Windows Embedded.

Discover what IT Service Automation is all about.
Transform IT. Now.

Sponsored Links Resource Center

iPhone Enterprise
Management Guide
Best Practices Guide For
Supporting iPhones & iPads In
An Enterprise.

Bandwidth Monitoring w/
NetFlow Analyzer
Monitor Bandwidth, Identify top
talkers, do better capacity
planning. Try Now!

Drowning in email? Try
SaneBox for free!
See how thousands of busy
executives save over 100 hours
per year

Business Intelligence/Analytics White Papers | All Business Intelligence/Analytics White Papers

2 people liked this.
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imageRUNNER ADVANCE. Simple to use and manage.
Advanced in every way.

Aerohive Provides Industry's Only FREE Bonjour
Gateway Functionality >

LogMeIn Central - automate routine tasks and do more.
Free Trial

LogMeIn Central. Monitor and Manage PCs anywhere.
Free trial

LogMeIn Rescue. Deliver instant remote support
worldwide. Free Trial

Voice Transformation: Taking the First Steps

Just Released! New Diskeeper® 12 boosts application
and storage performance. Free Trial.

Download Microsoft's latest Data Protection
Management tool

Not All QSAs Are Created Equal: What You Should
Know Before You Buy

The arrival of Serial Attached SCSI (SAS) marks a new
era in storage scalability

The AMD Virtual Experience Virtual Trade Show

Assess your readiness for Cloud Computing

Top 10 Considerations for Cloud Computing

Get Ethernet speeds from 1 Mbps to 10 Gbps -
Comcast Business Class

LogMeIn Central keeps IT out of the hotseat. Monitor
and Manage PCs

LogMeIn Rescue. Instant. Anywhere. Remote PC
support. Free trial.

MIT Sloan: cutting-edge short courses for busy
executives

VoIP Solutions Provide Enterprises With Various
Benefits Whitepaper

Protect your data now and down the road. Use LTO-5
Tape!

ITwhitepapers.com - Access thousands of white papers
on 300+ technical topics.

Leverage Your Cisco infrastructure for Superior
Application Performance

Learn about the AMD Virtual Experience

"The Definitive Guide to Security Management" Chapter
1: Introduction to Security Management

Spending too much time
doing email?
Try the best solution to email
overload for free. No credit card
required!

Amazon Product Ads
Advertise Your Products on
Amazon. $75 in Free Clicks to
Your Website!
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